












































Cover allowed to grow for 45-50 days 
before rotational grazing began



Cattle grazed in August into early 
September



Grazing system design based on forage 
and animals available

• Cover crop produced about 6950 lbs/ac
• Goal was to graze about 25% (1,740 lbs/ac)
• 13 cows (1,100 lbs) and calves (536 lbs) pairs = 

21,268 Total pounds
• 42 weaned calves (663 lbs) = 27,846 Total Pounds
• Estimated herd weight 49,114 lbs
• 11 acre paddocks using electric fence
• Approximately 818 lbs/ac stock density
• Herd moved every 3-4 days
• Final utilization estimate 22% 



Weaned Non-weaned
Number 42 13
Weight In 663 536
Price $1.97 $2.03 
Value/Head $1,306.11 $1,088.08 
Weight Out 741 649
Price $1.90 $1.99 
Value/Head $1,407.90 $1,291.51 
Weight Gained 78 113

Total Value Value/Ac.
Value Gain $101.79 $203.43 
Total $4,275.18 $2,644.59 $6,919.77 $115.33 
Total Wt. Gain 3276 1469 4745 86.3

Grazed 60 ac. of Cover Crop for 39 days
Average Gain: Weaned 2.0 lbs/day

Non-weaned 2.9 lbs/day



Landry Howell
Cordell, Ok

3.6 Head Per Ac.
Avg. weight of 475
Avg. Daily Gain 2lb

That is 504 lbs of beef
On a 70 day test



Monte Tucker
Sweetwater, Ok

Planted a mix of 15 species cover crop on 
June 20 after a 1.3 inch rain.

Turned out 371 head of 580lb heifers on 
Aug 29 on 205 ac. coming from a full 

feed starting yard.
Heifers gained 2lbs a day for 32 days.



24,680 lbs of beef at .35 a lb or $8640 
worth of gain on such limited rain fall!!!    
Monte has only had 3.4 inches of rain 

since early spring 



















Milo- 3lbs
Buckwheat- 2.5lbs
Flax -1lb
Mung Beans- 5Lbs















































49 Steers on 65 Acres
Steers averaged- 625 lbs
Gained -3.2 Lbs a Day























No Cover Crop



Cover Crop



Cover Crop No Cover Crop



JIMMY EMMONS
jimmyemmons@hotmail.com

FACEBOOK PAGES:
JIMMY EMMONS  
OKLAHOMA SOIL HEALTH

TWITTER:
@jimmy_emmons

Unlocking the Secrets in the Soil
NRCS.USDA.GOV  
Search Soil Health videos
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