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. Longleaf pine/wiregrass and longleaf/bluestem
mosaic of pyroclimax communities, such as
savannas, sandhills and flatwoods (Sargent 1884,
Frost et al. 1986 for VA). Dots are county records

for Aristida stricta outside its primary range . i
(light stippling). :l Longleaf pine transition woodlands
g’;{ﬁ L?:glaaf pinefihlgestem savanna and woodland outside Long|eaf p ine bluestem savannas
2 e range of wiregrass.
Longleaf pine-shortleaf pine-loblolly pine-hardwoods Longleaf pine wiregrass savannas .
N/ transition areas (Lockett 1870; Sargent 1884; Mohr 1897, : B
\\\\ //// ;:QSIT ;é;d;vorth 1913; Harper 1923, 1928; Little 1971; Frost Longleaf_slash pine wiregrass savannas I_ ”w

)

Scattered longleaf pine in slash pine areas transitional to south South Florida slash p|n e savannas
Florida communities (Sudworth 1913).
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LONGLEAF OCCURRED ON AN

0 ’; s  ESTIMATED 92 MILLION ACRES AT jafksesa
¥ 44  ITS PEAK, DOMINATING ON AN ‘
. S MR  ESTIMATED 60 MILLION ACRES, i
T o sf‘l | PROBABLY THE LARGEST AREA ON 5
b %17 THE CONTINENT DOMINATED BY A |
SRARR Y Y  SINGLE TREE SPECIES.
i ;-.j.,,: 1 Hw i , ... ”.. wj jj,frr ‘jfﬁ’;\
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b The most diverse ecosystem in North America. The way

PR much of the southeast used to look....
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v. 9.0 MFIAR10f

From Guyette et al., 2012

Mean Fire Interval Jll 4.01-6 [l 12.1 - 14 8 20.1 - 22 0 28.1 - 30 45.1 -50 B 126 - 150

years BN 6.01-8 [N 14.1-16 N 22.1 - 24 g 30.1 - 35 50.1-75 [N 151-175
<2.01 B 8.01 - 10 N 16.1 - 18 [ 24.1 - 26 35.1-40 75.1 - 100 I 176 - 200
2.01-4 B 10.1 - 12 [ 18.1 - 20 [ 26.1 - 28 40.1-45 101 -125 [ 201 - 6,360
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Lightning killed longleaf pine at Splinter Hill
Bog Preserve, Brent Shaver, 2011
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Early settlers practiced
subsistence farming and
made small clearings in
the forest, using much
wood for fences to keep
their livestock OUT!
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The early settlers

I ' | also used fire

{ L% extensively to
_ 11 Improve grazing in
| ¢ E the longleaf woods

I #Lkv e R . for cattle.
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Naval stores were the Nation’s first export industry.
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The Longleaf Forest as a barrier — Savannah in 1726
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Charleston
Savannah
Richmond
Mobile
Atlanta
Williamsburg
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Animal logging and log ditches were the only way to handle A
the big logs produced by early loggers, limiting Ioggmg to -
lower slopes and near streams. o '

.....
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Atlanta, GA — ca 1864, National Archives
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High wheel cart
' g (“go-devil’) near Jasper, Alabama,
18909.

Photo: Carl Alwin Schenck Collection, Special Collections Research Center, North
Carolina State University Libraries, Raleigh, North Carolina
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The advent of
steam logging
hastened the
exploitation of
the longleaf
forest.
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By the mid-1900’s, over half of the longleaf forest was gone, cutover and
converted to other land uses.

......
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“promiscuous burning
for forage improvement
at the expense of other
forest values”

Annual fires eliminated each crop
of newly germinated seedlings.
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Cotton farming without terraces, lime, or fertilizer on H.E. soils
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Soils worn out, farms failed, and were abandoned
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The CCC, and SCS, helped people and land begin to recover
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The Dixie Crusaders
1926
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v Veterans: Our Biggest
A ) Privileged Class

: 3
Q John E. Booth

Time on Our Hands
Russell Lynes

A Grass-roots Guide
to "58 and '60

William G. Carleton

The Catskills:

David Boroff

*. School for Statesmen
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L. K. KIRKMAN

“OUR PAPPIES BURNED THE V&DDS"

And Set a Pattern of Human

Behavior in Southern Forests

That Calls for New Methods
of Fire Prevention

By JOHN P. SHEA
Psychologist, United States Forest Service

{Photographs by the Forest Servica)

it.” U pappies burned ' woods an’ fhelr
Wﬁ,ﬂmﬁfw
"srgo#“&"

spoke 2 Jean resident of the piney
woods—one of hundreds I interviewed in
thewmofnsixmonﬂm’m&ylastym
dmingvhinhuapsyrbo]ogistImmp—
posed to find the “nner-most” reason why
inhabitants of the fovest lands of the South eling persis-
tently fo the castom of burning the woods.
ires do a heap of

good

patient.”
fidk een

7 erms ?

Keeps by by ki gexmn:
A ed if more timber growing on wnused lands
iving better for the local people he allowed
unh.. “Might hol’ the floods & mite and make a few more
squirrels” he conceded, “but it nd make living harder
and we'd see more rattlesnakes? .
5 These homely words sum up a long accepted explana-
tion of the annual fives that for more than a century have
ized the Jand and soeial economy of our south-
em states. The extent of the annual burnings, the harm
they do and the barrier they raise to sueessfal forest cul-
ture throughount the South are well known to federal,
state and private forest agendies. On their walls hang
maps and records showing that -approximately one-half
thheimutﬁrumurﬁngymiyintheﬁniud States
are recorded in the eleven sonthern states. And what is

more challenging is the fact that over ninety per cent of

ﬂmewnﬂmmﬁxumuusedbytbehmdofmm The

avernge southerner is inelined to aceept the record and °
the practice as a sort of birthmark npon the land about -

hich little ean be done. Qutsiders visiting av mntarine

Aprre 192 =127

T :paia?uér ejeq 77 peidoo paysereq

TIPS e

Pappy” and sons—residonts of a I forest in
strangest law is the custom of their forafathers,”

shocked and appalled by the miles of fire runming free
in the woodlands and the palls of smoke that dull the sun
and often make motoring hazardous,

“Why,” they demand, “cannot these fires be stopped or
eontrolled ?”

"The question is one with which all forest agencies bave
been at grips for the past twenty years. Hundreds of
thousands of dollars of public and private funds are
spent annmally in efforts to prevent the fires and to ex-
tinguish or control them after they have been set by un-
seen hands. Progress has been made but all too slowly,
as evidenced by the fact that each year the number of
man-cansed fires remains at an appalling height, Pre-
vention efforts have been predicated largely upon educa-
tional activities but results indicate that these educational
serums either have been too dilate or have not reached
the blood-stream of the fire-minded population.

Seeking 2 new edneational approach, the federal For-
last summer decided to delve mto the
uman or social xoots of the woods-burning problem.

was hoped that here might be found a point of vaccina-
tion that with an improved educational seram would
reach the germs of the woods-burning desires. Accord-
ingly, a unit of a National Forest in the Deep South

wwoe calosbnd Faw mbede Lo o e ltonfo

South. "Thei
says the suthor

) cests

194c

tsa- IGQJ 174

AH( /;C(l"\
£14

Cultural History

of Longleaf




DEATH RIDES
THE FOREST

o) CARELESS
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FOREST FIRES
AID THE ENEMY
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ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT wo0DS FIRES| Crush out your cigarette
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Disney’s Bambi
delighted...

...and traumatized a generation
of young Americans.
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There was still some big timber left into the 1940’s.

Fifty-four inches in diameter and 64 feet long!

PINE
CYPRESS
HARDWOODS

GUM AND PINE
PLYWOOQD

WEST COAST
PRODUCTS

Phone
2-4111

LONG LEAF YELLOW PINE LOG, SIZE 64" x &' [‘AJ‘L TER, FURNISHED TC U 5. NAVY FROM OUR VI PF ]TMHEF C}m ED BY ' HI' V« Lﬁl“‘ NT"HUS 'S5

L“mshﬁﬁs&uﬁfﬂf"”d WILLIAMS SALES CO, Inc., HIGH POINT, ..

.....

e /é'

~
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Fast growing loblolly and slash pine suited the needs of the pulp and paper
industry better than the native longleaf.
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Forestry schools responded
by emphasizing industrial
forestry techniques.
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Until incentive programs, landowners
were offered little encouragement to
manage longleaf pine by service
foresters and consultants.
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Seems like ancient history — what does this mean to me today?

- e =, " o = - " ’
™ s ¥ I ot I & . e s Y >
PR At Gl 0 N

The Long/eaf;é\;/iance --
longleaf 101 Academy Cultural History of Longleaf




Taking fire out of the longleaf forest
is like taking rain out of the rain forest

-- Larry Landers

.......
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TR WALMUT STHEET I L8NG
PHILALEL A EA L2k University Tarm Place
Dvisioa of ¥ildlife Manegement-

Teudber e, 193%

_?"_?' ;g uwmmﬂqwm of S+ . I an anxicus to mes
mﬂﬁ "ll down here next weer klkwm;ﬂ.m. Hes
: L i

notice. assured, however, thut I am as anrious sz ever to mest you
muwm‘mm-wm

TYours sincerely,

Frofsssor of Wildlifs Mamagement

The Longleaf Alliance
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I buve just speat soveral days with Sioddard sud came sway with &
mﬂuthﬂh,hlhuiﬂ!ﬂﬂtﬂm}hmmﬂunﬂmhhm
worked out for the Southeast. They are commonly regarded as applicadls coly
Mﬂwﬁmm#mhmmﬂ' poiples which are
squally applicable to lumber company holdings, nsl foreats, aand all other
owners of cosstal plain longleaf. It is & great stisfaction to me to know
of your confidense in Stoddard. I of course am bilased, for he is ons of my
MmﬁﬂMﬂ. 1 am lecturing $o my studeats Mundsy on the
3 mothod of handling Southsastern pine landa.
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Some of the best remaining longleaf forests were protected and are now

managed to produce bo

bwhite quail.
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Those who still understood longleaf were disappearing as fast as the tree...

In 1995, when longleaf forests had dwindled to less than
3 million acres, The Longleaf Alliance was formed to be
an advocate for longleaf retention and restoration,
focusing on its ecological and economic values.
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Percent Remaining of Threatened Ecosystems

Wetlands in Southeast U.S. 65P%

Worldwide Rainforests 43%

Longleaf Pine Forests 3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Percent Remaining

\§,

\\\"/

Adapted from America’s Longleaf — Range-Wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine
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2009 — America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative (ALRI) formed

Appendix B Significant Landscapes for Longlkest Pine Consarvation Arrerica's Longlesf Consarvation Pln

Figure 1 Significant Landscapes for Long kaf Pine Conservation; Range -wide

| L ¥ o

Significant Landscapes

Key
e . ° 20,000 acres
t Longleaf Pine Historic Range .

Faderally Managed Lands

- Longleaf Pine Acreage by County (FIA)
10,000 - 30,000 acres Y
| 30,000 - 100,000 acres 1,000,000 acres

L 100,000+ acres

ABOUT THIS MAP:
Significant Landscapes for Longleaf Consearvation are regions whare

Ran ge -Wide there is the potential to restore connected landscapes of over 100,000
: acres of longleaf pine communities, These significant landscapes
Conservation Plan were developed from expert opinion and numerous data layers on the

occurrence of longleaf forests and the rare and unigue species
found in this ecosystem. The circles are scaled lo represent existing
longleal.

for Longleaf Pine
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Making progress - Longleaf for the Long Run

In the past 21 years, we have grown
and sold 1.65 billion longleaf
seedlings, enough to have planted an
estimated 3.03 million acres.

If we conservatively assume that only
75% of those plantings were fully
successful, we still should have
established about 2.27 million new
acres of longleaf.

The working estimate of longleaf
acreage (prior to LEO) across the range
is about 4.7 million acres, a net
increase of an estimated 1.8 million
acres.
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Restoring Longleaf — two steps forward, one back?

* The good news!

» We apparently enjoyed a
net gain in acreage of
around a 1.8 million acres.

 The bad news?

* |f the working estimate is
accurate, we gained about
2.27 million acres of
planted longleaf on cutover
sites and ag fields but lost

about 470,000 acres of

existing longleaf...
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The last virgin Longleaf stand in Alabama, today.

WOINMIMONS

RESTAURANT, RETAIL & HOTEL SITES ¥

251-296-4663

A Commercial Development by Tricap, LLC
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Longleaf for the Long Run
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Restoration requires patience and persistence (and $$

* |t takes decades of dedicated
management, including
frequent fire, for planted
cutover sites to recover some
semblance of the ecological
function of managed longleaf
forests.

* [t may take centuries and tens
of thousands of dollars to
establish functioning longleaf
ecosystems on former
cropland.

o Still, “better is better”!
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Is this the twilight of longleaf...
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...or the new dawn?
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“ FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE

A New Vision of North Americas Richest Forest
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