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USDA NRCS East National Technology Support Center 
National Soil Health and Sustainability Team 

2014 Healthy Soils Webinar Series 

Today’s presentation will start momentarily. 
Press *1 from your telephone handset or toggle the raised hand on/off for Operator Assistance.  

 
Use Notes addressed to “All Moderators” to ask questions during the presentation. 

Date Healthy Soils Topic 

Jan 16 An Experimental Case Study for Soil Health 

Feb 11 The Biology of Soil Compaction 

Feb 13  Core NRCS Conservation Practices for Enhancing 
Soil Health 

Mar 11 Soil Health and Production Benefits of Mob Grazing 

Mar 28 Cover Crops:  Why grow a crop you don't sell? 

Apr 08 Managing for Soil Health on Dryland – A Farmer’s 
Perspective 

May 13 Using RUSLE2 to Evaluate Soil Health Planning 
Principles 

Jun 10 Managing for Soil Health in the Piedmont Area of the 
Southeast – A Farmer’s Perspective 

Jul 08 Managing for Soil Health when Raising Potatoes – A 
Farmer’s Perspective 

Aug 12 Managing for Soil Health on an Organic Farm – A 
Farmer’s Perspective 

Webinar Co-coordinator 
Holli.Kuykendall@gnb.usda.gov 

If you joined the webinar using the installed Participant Application, when the presenter “shares” their slides, 
use View – Adjust Shared Application Display to select the best option. You can also use the Whiteboard icon to 
make adjustments. If you joined the webinar using the web browser application, use Control + mouse scroll 
wheel to adjust your display. 

Webinar Co-coordinator  
David.Lamm@gnb.usda.gov 

Replays and Handouts – See the Webinar’s Web page at ConservationWebinars.net 

Replays are available approximately one week after the live webinar. 

CEUs and Certificates 

Return to the webinar portal and complete Step 2 
when the presentation has concluded 

 
Take a brief post-test 
 
Enter your certification credentials, including your 
certification number, if appropriate 
 
Receive by email your training certificate 
 
The ENTSC submits Professional CEUs the first of 
the month on your behalf (CCA, SAF, AFGC, TWS, 
and/or SRM), but not for Conservation Planner or 
other state-specific certification programs 



David Lamm 
National Soil Health & 

Sustainability Team, Leader 

Core NRCS 
Conservation 
Practices for 
Enhancing 
Soil Health 

United States Department of Agriculture is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  



Today’s Agenda 

• Core NRCS Practices David Lamm 
• Building a Working Conservation System to 

Enhance Soil Health 
– Midwest Corn Belt Barry Fisher 
 State Agronomist, IN 

– SE Cotton & Peanuts Gordon Mikell 
 State Agronomist, IN 

– Arid West Joel Moffett 
 Soil Health Coordinator, CO 



Soil Health: What is It? 

 The continued capacity of the soil 
to function as a vital living 
ecosystem that sustains plants, 
animals, and humans 



Soil Function to Support  
Agriculture 

• Nutrient cycling 
• Water (infiltration & availability) 
• Filtering and  Buffering 
• Physical Stability and Support 
• Habitat for Biodiversity 



Soil Health  
Planning Principles 

• Manage more by Disturbing Soil Less 
• Use Plant Diversity to Increase Diversity in 

the Soil 
• Grow Living Roots Throughout the year 
• Keep the Soil Covered as Much as Possible 



NRCS Conservation  
Practice Standard 

• 161 different practice standards 
– 97 CED has lead 
– 21   ESD Agronomist has lead 

• 13 Erosion primary resource concern 
• 4    Residue Management  

– 9  ESD Grazing Specialist has lead 
• Limited number of practices to choose from 
• Soil Health requires more than controlling 

erosion 
 
 



Core Soil Health Enhancing 
Conservation Practices 

• Conservation Crop Rotation (328) 
• Cover Crop (340) 
• Residue Management – No Till (329) 
• Residue Management – Reduced Till (345) 
• Prescribed Grazing (528) 



Synergistic Practices 

• Practice that increase soil 
health enhancement when 
applied in conjunction with 
a core practice 
– Nutrient Management (590) 
– Pest Management (595) 
– Irrigation Water 

Management (349) 
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